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The Reformation and Counter-Reformation represented the greatest upheaval in Western society

since the collapse of the Roman Empire a millennium before. The consequences of those shattering

events are still felt todayâ€”from the stark divisions between (and within) Catholic and Protestant

countries to the Protestant ideology that governs America, the worldâ€™s only remaining

superpower.In this masterful history, Diarmaid MacCulloch conveys the drama, complexity, and

continuing relevance of these events. He offers vivid portraits of the most significant

individualsâ€”Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Loyola, Henry VIII, and a number of popesâ€”but also conveys

why their ideas were so powerful and how the Reformation affected everyday lives. The result is a

landmark book that will be the standard work on the Reformation for years to come. The narrative

verve of The Reformation as well as its provocative analysis of American cultureâ€™s debt to the

period will ensure the bookâ€™s wide appeal among history readers.
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Haven't finished it yet. Very good so far.



Great book , very well written with many fascinating historic details. A bit long

Very well detailed of an interesting time in Christian church history. Lots of things I didn't know, so

although the reading was tedious, it was worth the effort

As a former European History major, I can ssure everyone that the rave reviews are deserved and

the content, prose, and pace are excellent.

This is an expansive and thoroughly useful guide to the European Reformation. It begins with a brief

discussion on pre-Reformation Europe from political, social and religious angles, with a particular

focus on the growth of humanism led by Erasmus. Ensuing chapters are arranged chronologically,

geographically and topically according to the three parts of the book. This multifaceted view is very

helpful in giving a broad understanding of the various factors at play in the Reformation, and their

interactions.This book would make an excellent core text for Reformation study, to be expanded

through more specialist texts on particular topics.The Kindle version of this book is very well done.

The contents page is fully indexed, including sub-headings within chapters, making for easy

browsing.

excellent

Truly enlightening

This a very good and detailed history book. Probably more than I needed but that is not a flaw.
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